YPAENGINEERS ACADEMY

\‘ 0 / Your GATEway to Professional Excellence
4Zgl IES » GATE * PSUs + JTO ¢ IAS * NET

WEEKLY wes2 BRIl ROG L

GURRENT
AFFAIRS

Competitive Exams

@ Events/Issues/Ideas/People @ India/World At a glance
@ Emerging Trends % Exam Special Sector Updates

% Game Changers

O 8094441777 | @ www.engineersacademy.org




CURRENT AFFAIRS 516 febary 2020

» ELECTORAL BONDS DECLARED AS “UNCONSTITUTIONAL”

e The Supreme Court has declared the electoral bonds
scheme as Unconstitutional.

e The decision was announced by a bench led by Chief
Justice of India DY Chandrachud.

e Bench criticized amendments allowing unlimited

corporate contributions to political parties.
e SC said “it is violative of the right to information.”
¢ Right to Information Act 2005 mandates timely response to citizen requests for government
information.
e Electoral bonds are money instruments that are issued specifically for the contribution of

funds to political parties.
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» INDIA’S FIRST SMALL ANIMAL HOSPITAL

> HRd $T IEAT O 99 HETAT

To be built by: Tata Trusts.

Aim: To save the lives of pets and strengthen
the bond between pet parents and veterinarians.
It will be located in Mahalaxmi, Mumbai.

Established in 1892 by Jamsetji Tata.

It is one of India’s oldest and most respected

philanthropic organizations.

g wemewa TN

1. Country’s First Conservation Centre for Gangatiri Cows:
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To be setup by: Uttar Pradesh Government

It will be set in Varanasi.

Aim: It will help produce cows of high genetic merit using the IVF and embryo transfer
technology.

Uttar Pradesh Capital: Lucknow, Chief Minister: Yogi Adityanath
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2. World Sustainable Development Summit:
e Inaugurated by: Vice President Jagdeep Dhankar
e Held at: New Delhi
e Objective: Environmental protection and Climate Justice

e Summit Organized by: The Energy and Resources Institute
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3. Unified Payment Interface (UPI) services in Sri

Lanka and Mauritius.

e Launched by: India.

e RuPay card services were also introduced in

Mauritius as part of this strategic initiative.

e UPI services were enabled at the Eiffel Tower in

Paris, France.

e UPI was the brainchild of National Payments Corporation of India.
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4. First-Ever Future Skills Summit: Guwahati
e To be hosted by: Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
¢ Inaugurated by: Rajeev Chandrasekhar.

e Summit will focus on the impact of rapid digitization globally.
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5. Abu Dhabi’s first Hindu stone temple:
e Inaugurated by: PM Modi
e Temple built by: Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar
Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS)
e President of UAE: Sheikh Mohammad Zayed
Al Nahyan
e UAE Currency: Dirham, Capital: Abu Dhabi
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6. India’s first helicopter emergency medical service (HEMS)
e It will be launched in Uttarakhand.
e It will be stationed in AIIMS Rishikesh.
e It can cover around 150km of radius.

e Uttarakhand Capital: Dehradun, Governor: Gurmit Singh
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APPOINTMENTS

1. Ravi Kumar Jha has been appointed as CEO and MD of LIC Mutual Fund.
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2. IRCTC has appointed Sanjay Kumar Jain as its CMD with immediate effect.
FTEITHEHT 7 TcohTol THIT & HTT FAR AT bl 37011 HUAS o geret fhar g

3. Chennai Super Kings have appointed Katrina Kaif as their brand ambassador for the Indian
Premier League (IPL) 2024.
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4. First transwoman Travelling Ticket Examiner (TTE) of Southern Railway: Sindhu Ganapathy.
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5. Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) has elected Ranjeet Kumar Agarwal as

its new President.
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6. Nikhil Joshi appointed as MD of Boeing Defence India.
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INTERNATIONAL

1. 16" World Social Forum (WSF) 2024:
e Theme: “Another World is Possible”

e Aim: Justice, peace, equality and an end to discrimination.

e The WSF'’s next edition will be held in Kathmandu, the capital of Nepal.
e WSF Founders: Oded Grajew, Chico Whitaker
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2. World’s First Air Taxi Service by 2026
e To be started by: Dubai
e Aim: To alleviate traffic congestion and offer
commuters a swift and eco-friendly mode of
transport.

e Road and Transport Authority of UAE

partnered with Joby Aviation (California) for

such services.
e Dubai is a constitutional monarchy, with a hereditary ruler and an appointed prime minister.

e The current ruler is Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
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AWARDS

1. WHO Nelson Mandela Award for health promotion:
e Awarded to: National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences
e This organization tries to transform the understanding and treatment of mental illnesses.
e |t was Established in: 2019

e Every year 18" July is celebrated as Nelson Mandela International Day.




TR FaHe & faT WHO deqe HSdl K
o Q&R ST ATATAF FaRLT AR AfaT e weamer
g TS AT STATRIT ST THST 3R 3TAR T Seoled T TATH T ¢
ST TATIAT: 2019 H g5 A
&Y HTeT 18 S[ATS Tl AedeT HITT HRTE faaw & &9 & A1 SAre &

T oee TN

1. Precision Approach Radar:
e Inaugurated by: Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) Admiral
R. Hari Kumar
e |t was inaugurated at INS Utkrosh in Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.
e The Precision Approach Radar is manufactured by a

Chennai company.

e Andaman and Nicobar Island Capital: Port Blair.
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2. 12™" MILAN naval exercise
e It will be held in Visakhapatnam.
e This year’s theme is “Forging Naval Alliances for a Secure Maritime Future”.

e Participants: More than 50 Nations.
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1. Under-19 Men’s World Cup trophy 2024

e Australia won the Under 19 Men’s ODI World Cup
title.

e |t was held at Benoni in South Africa.

e This is the fourth title of Australia.
e India Under-19 captain: Uday Saharan
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SIGNIFICANT DAYS

1. 11 February: International Day of Women and Girls in Science

e Theme: Women and Girls in Science Leadership, a New Era for Sustainability and the

subtheme is “Think Science ... Think Peace”
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.10 February: World Pulses Day

e Theme: Pulses: Nourishing Soils and People

. National
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. 12 February: National Productivity Day

e Theme: Artificial Intelligence (Al)- Productivity Engine for Economic Growth.
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. 13 February: World Radio Day

e Theme 2024: Radio: A Century informing, entertaining, and educating

13 Had): fea WAt Raw
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. 12 February 2024: International Epilepsy Day
12 TRaRT 2024 e’y fAqft Raw

.15 February 2024: World Anthropology Day
e Anthropology Day was established by the American Anthropological Association (AAA) in
2015 and initially called National Anthropology Day.

15 BIA 2024: faeq AT e feaw
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MOTION OF THANKS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently responded to the Motion of Thanks on the President's address

in the Rajya Sabha, highlighting India's journey towards its 75th Republic Day. The Motion of

Thanks, a parliamentary gesture expressing gratitude for the President's address, outlines government

policies and achievements. During the discussion, members propose amendments related to the

address, voted upon before adopting the Motion of Thanks. The Prime Minister or another Minister

concludes the discussion with a reply. Key highlights of the President's address include India's status

as the fastest-growing major economy, macroeconomic stability, impressive export figures, surge in

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), growth in Khadi and Village Industries sales, increase in income

tax returns, robust forex reserves exceeding USD 600 billion, and initiatives supporting farmers like

PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana and easy loans from banks.
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EMPLOYEES' PROVIDENT FUND ORGANISATION

EPFO is one of the two main social security organization under Gol's Ministry of Labour and
Employment. It is responsible for regulation and management of provident funds in India. EPFO's
top decision-making body is the Central Board of Trustees, a statutory body established by
Employees' Provident Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 Headquarter: New Delhi,

Chairperson: Neelam S Rao
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